


The Tudors were & famiy who ruled England

and Wales from 1485 to %603




When people think about the Tudor period, they mosthy think of. . . .




nq the Tudor period England started to explore the world




At the same fime England
explored the oceans so did

SpainandPomgal.

England

&t

More and more people were traveling. A lot of people from
Africa were now lving m Europe and some travelled as far

as England fo start new lves.
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This image is from the Westminster Toumament Rol.
The roll was created 1o record the celebration of the birth of a short-
ved son of Henry Vil and his first wife, Katherime of Aragon.



But there were hundreds more Black
people ving m England - there just aren't
any pictures of them.

nfact there aren’t many pictures of
for ther portrait to be pamted by an artist.

But there are records of Black Tudors.
A word often used to described Black

people ving m England was Blackamoor.




Jacques Francs

 Bom m the 1520s on an island off the
coast of the part of West African
known 1o Tudors as ‘Gumea’

* Worked as part of 8 team of salvage
dvers manadged by 8 Venefian man
ndmed Peter Paolo Corsi.

* n May 1547 Jacques testified m court im
support of Corsi, who had been
accused of stealing items salvaged
from another shpp m Southampton.

o Jacques's testimony states that he was
a very skiled dwer, having mastered
the art of free dving (requrmg no
breathing apparatus).




Why is Jacques’ story so mierestring?
B England started to build more ships so
they could explore the world and

B Salvage dving was mcredibly importart

to the Englsh economy, as ships were
W expensive mvestiments which camed

equpment.,



Cattelend

o We know about Cattelena because of
the mventory of her possessions after
her death (8 fst of things she owned).

 She s described as ‘Cattelend, &

negrd deceased of Almondsbury m the
county of Gloucester, smgle woman and

m the diocese of Brstol’.

¢ Her mventory includes cooking utensis,
clothes, beddmg, tablecloth, &
candlestick, and & cow.

 Catellena’s cow was worth £3 and 10
shillings, which is £460.32 in today’s
money. n 1625, the year Cattelend
died, this was the equvalent of 70 days
of skiled labour.




Why s Cattelend’s story so mierestrmg?

134 She had an mcome through the sale of dairy products, '
such as cheese and butter m the local ares, gving her
the opportunity of mdependence.

3] Cattelena was unmamed but this was ot unusual in the
Tudor period, with around 30% of the English adult

131 ¥ was rare for smgle women 10 ve im therr own home. Cattelena’s mventory doesn't
kst fumiture - suggesting she revited & room m someone’s house.

13 Cattelend’s mveritory shows that Black Tudor women could own property and
fmamcially support themselves, iving 8 ife of relative mdependence.



Mary Filks
* Mary was 20 years old when she was
baptised m the parish of St. Botolph
Aldgate. Thavks to & detailed account of
her baptism, written in July 1597 we know
a lot about her.

« Mary was bom in 1577 and had ved m
England since she was around 6 or 7

years old.

« Mary was the daughter of ‘Fills of
Morisco, 8 black more’, 8 basket maker
and 8 shovel maker. ‘Morisco’ suggests
they were from Morocco.

« Mary worked as 8 servarit for Milicent
Porter - an 58 year old widow, working as
8 sedmstress and lving m East Smithfield,
London.




Why s Mary's story so merestrng?
Just ke Mary, many of the Black women lving m Tudor England,
had moved here when they were children.

Beng 8 Christian was really important m Tudor England. Being
baptised meant Mary could fully particpate m communiy Ife,
such as getting mamied.

Mary was from Morocco, m north Africa. English merchants would qo there to
trade im sugdr, dates and almonds, as well as salipeire, 8 key imgredient for
making gunpowder!

Queen Elzabeth | started sendmg 8mbassadors to Morocco m the 1570, and
Moroccan ambassadors visted London m 1589 and 1600.




Reasonable Rlackman

 Reasonable was a skiled sk weaver of
African descent lving m Southwark, just
outside the City of London.

* He was fmancialy mdependent, @dming
enough by his trade to support his wife
and children.

o Church records of Reasonable Blackman

describe him as & ‘blackmor’ and ‘a
blackmore'.

» Elegant sik clothng was highly sought
after by anstocracy and geniry.

» Sk wedving was 8 new and expandmg
mdustry m Ei2abethan London. Evidence
shows that imports of raw sk increased
between 1560 and 1593.




Why is Reasondble’s story so mteresirmg?
. Sk weaving origmated m China and came to Europe along /*kx—— A
the ‘Sk Roads’ through Asia and North Africa. N -

w amlesofmamedAﬁlcanmehwthfanﬁQSMﬂ\eTudOreraare
ot unusudl, appearing m Cormwal, Kent, Worcestershire and
Hertfordshire.

.. Antwerp in the Netherlands was the leadmg ceritre of the sk imdustry, but in the
¥6th century its posiion started to be challenged, resuling i revolt and war.

- 50,000 refugees left and settled m England, with a very high proportion of sik
weavers setting m Southwark — perhaps thes is how Reasonable Blackman
came 1o lve there.




Selly Manor Museum asked 4 arfists to imagme
what each of the Black Tudors looked kke.
Artist Nma-Simone Brown created

arwork of the salvage dver Jacques e
F rancss.

What do you imagine when you think
of Jacques? ———»



Artist Anne Pearson created anwork of

Catielend who was an mdependent womam,

with mcome from her cow.

What do you imagine when you think of

Catteleny? ————>p




Artist Jade Eynon created artwork of Mary Fills who moved to England from Morroco

<ed.

and was

—

when you think of Many?

o

What do you



Artist Nompumelo Ncube created artwork of
Reasonable Blackman, the sk weaver.
What do you imagine when you think of

Reasondble? —————p
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Detail about the lves of Jacques, XS :\..,“ .
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Cattelena, Mary, and Reasonable ) 7
appedr in & wide range of sources: ;» % The Africans known 8s Black Tudors setied in A g
° Pans.h"395'3"5_“5"""F ; part of communities. They mamied and had chidren, |
bamsns,mamages,&funerals) @’,/-\ and grandchildren, and greatgrandchidren, and |- (s)
o Tax retums ¢ }% greatgreatgreatgrandchidren. =
>

Because they and ther chidren mamed white
people, over time ther decendents’ skin became
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